6D   LIFE AND WORK IN BENARES AND
number are Brahmans performing sacred rites on their
behalf.
There is one spot on the riverside from which moat
visitors avert their eyes with horror—the place where the
dead of Benares and the surrounding country are being
burnt, and the ashes thrown into the stream.   The fire at
that place never goes out    Cremation, not burial, it is
well known, is the Indian mode of disposing of the dead.
Tlie peculiarity of Benares as the sacred city of the
country is strikingly attested by-trie temples, which crowd
•the high bank of the river, and arrest the special attention
x>f the visitor.   Some of these are much larger and more
expensive than others, but there is little variety in their
;form; and all of them, even the largest and most fre-
-quented, are small compared with Christian and Muham-
madan places of worship.   They are circular, with heavy
•domes narrowing towards the top, and, as a rule, with a
,-narrow doorway alone admitting .light and air.    Some
domes are of respectable height, but none approach that
of many of our church towers and steeples.    Most of
the temples are sacred to Shiva, Mahadeo, the Great God,
as his-devotees delight-to call him, arid are surmounted
by his trident.   Many have a pole at their side with a
flag attached to it.   One .sees at a glance they must,
• though small, have cost large sums, as they are most
solidly built of hewn stone, and have all more or less of
ornamentation.    A few temples are built close to the
. water's edge.   One has got off its equilibrium, and looks
. as if it were about to fall into the stream; but for many
years it has remained in this tottering position.
While the houses and temples on the riverside are
viewed with interest, the visitor as he looks from his
.boat, is still more interested in, the living mass

